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.  an  election  held  on  the  14th  of  January  1833,  the  following 
named  persons  were  chosen  officers  of  The  Lehigh  Coal  and 
Navigation  Company,  for  the  ensuing  year:  viz. 

President, 

Joseph  Watson,  Esq. 


Josiah  White, 
Erskine  Hazard, 
Timothy  Abbott, 
Thomas  Earp, 
Ephraim  Haines, 


Managers, 

John  Cook, 

George  Peterson, 
Jonathan  K.  Hassinger, 
Evans  Rogers, 

John  McAllister, 


Treasurer , 

Otis  Ammidon. 


EDWIN  WALTER,  Secretary. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

B©AIt©  ©F  MANAGERS. 


The  annual  period  having  arrived  when  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  the  Managers  of  The  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  to 
address  the  stockholders,  they  beg  leave  to  present  them  with 
the  following 


WK  PORT. 

Experience  has  abundantly  shown,  that,  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  canals  through  the  various  parts  of  our  country,  no  pre¬ 
cise  period  can  be  named,  when  the  uninterrupted  use  of  them 
may  with  certainty  be  calculated  upon.  This  has  been  verified 
in  the  case  of  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

In  our  last  Report  we  anticipated  the  full  use  of  that  canal 
during  the  past  season,  but,  the  occurrence  of  a  very  unusual 
ice  freshet  in  the  spring,  frustrated  our  hopes,  by  destroying  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  exposed  part  of  the  upper  section  of 
the  canal,  which  was  proved  to  have  been  constructed  in  a  very 
unskilful  manner.  The  repair  of  this  damage  occupied  much 
time,  and,  when  effected,  the  water  had  become  too  low  to 
saturate  the  porous  soil  over  which  the  canal  passed,  and  fill  it 
to  a  sufficient  depth  for  navigation.  Several  feeders  were 
constructed  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and,  it  was  not  until  the 
23d  of  July  last,  that  the  first  boats  arrived  at  Bristol,  each 
loaded  with  20  tons  of  coal.  From  this  time  to  the  end 
of  the  season,  there  was  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  state 
of  the  canal.  Small  breaches,  however,  occurred  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  it,  which,  together  with  want  of  experience  in 
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the  Lock-keepers,  in  regulating  the  water  on  the  different 
levels,  occasioned  very  vexatious  delays  to  our  boatmen. 
The  loading  of  the  boats  was  gradually  increased  to  25,  30,  35, 
40,  45,  and  finally  to  50  tons,  when  the  navigation  was  closed 
for  the  season  by  a  breach  near  Easton,  on  the  2d  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  We  have  thus  had  but  a  partial  use  of  the  Delaware  Canal, 
for  a  few  weeks,  near  the  close  of  the  season,  and,  during  a  portion 
of  that  time,  many  of  our  boatmen  refused  to  go  along  the  line 
on  account  of  the  Cholera,  which  had  carried  oft’  a  number  of  the 
individuals  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  repairs.  The  days 
of  difficulty,  we  now  hope,  are  passed  by.  The  canal  is,  we 
understand,  repaired;  the  porous  soil  has  become  nearly  saturated, 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  secured,  and  the  banks  will  be  suf¬ 
ficiently  consolidated,  the  next  season,  to  admit  water  for  boats 
carrying  60  to  70  tons.  The  Company  is  only  now  placed 
where  it  ought  to  have  been  in  July  1829,  when  the  Lehigh 
canal  was  finished,  it  having  been  commenced  in  the  same  sea¬ 
son  with  the  State  Canal  on  the  Delaware,  which  has  not  half 
as  much  lockage,  and  but  half  the  capacity  of  the  Lehigh  Canal. 
To  the  incomplete  state  of  the  Delaware  Canal  alone,  are  to  be 
attributed  our  being  so  long  deprived  of  the  interest  on  our  in¬ 
vestment,  and  the  commonwealth,  of  a  handsome  remuneration 
for  her  expenditures  on  the  canal. 

These  untoward  circumstances,  obliged  us  again  to  have 
recourse  to  the  old  mode  of  navigation,  by  arks,  at  an  in¬ 
creased  expense  and  risk — and,  instead  of  the  coal  being  taken 
on  the  Delaware  Canal,  under  the  contracts  which  were  made 
in  the  spring,  by  the  ton,  we  had  to  employ  the  boatmen  on  that 
canal  by  the  day.  During  the  suspension  of  the  navigation  of 
the  State  Canal,  and  the  low  water  in  the  Delaware  river,  it 
was  thought  prudent  to  keep  the  mines  regularly  at  work,  and  to 
employ  the  canal  boats,  on  the  Lehigh,  in  transporting  the  coal 
to  South  Easton  at  the  head  of  the  State  Canal.  By  this  ar¬ 
rangement  we  were  enabled  to  get  to  market  a  much  larger  quan- 
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tity  of  coal  than  would  otherwise  have  been  practicable — the 
canal  boats  being  principally  employed,  after  the  opening  of  the 
State  Cana],  in  bringing  down  the  coal  which  had  accumulated 
at  South  Easton;  and,  while  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Delaware 
channels  permitted,  coal  was  transported  direct  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Philadelphia  by  means  of  arks.  The  delays  and  the 
extra  handling  of  the  coal,  occasioned  by  the  causes  above 
detailed,  and  the  large  proportion  of  the  whole  quantity  that 
had  to  be  conveyed  in  arks  at  a  season  when  the  low  water 
prevented  their  taking  full  loads,  having  much  reduced  the  profits 
of  our  coal  operations,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  by  the 
Managers  not  to  declare  a  dividend  ,  for  the  past  season. 

The  Lehigh  Canal  has  met  with  very  few  casualties  during 
the  past  year,  and  is  now  in  good  order,  having  been  strengthen¬ 
ed  and  improved,  where  such  operations  were  deemed  advisable. 

The  whole  quantity  of  coal  sent  from  the  mines  during  the 
year,  was  77,292  tons,  of  which  above  C000  tons  were  unavoidably 
left  at  South  Easton,  in  consequence  of  the  last  breach  in  the 
Delaware  Canal,  where  it  will  be  in  readiness  for  early  trans¬ 
portation  in  the  spring — the  remainder,  except  about  600  tons 
on  hand  in  Philadelphia,  has  been  sold.  There  were  sent  to 
market  through  the  Morris  Canal  upwards  of  12,000  tons; 
this  quantity  would  have  been  much  increased,  but,  owing  princi¬ 
pally  to  defects  in  the  chains  at  the  inclined  planes,  interruptions 
occurred  in  that  navigation,  and  the  boats  were  restricted  to  loads 
of  18  to  20  tons.  These  defects  are  now  in  a  way  to  be  cured, 
and  we  confidently  hope  to  have  an  extended  use  of  that  Canal 
the  ensuing  season. 

The  construction  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  has 
been  very  extensively  prosecuted  during  the  past  year,  and 
the  Managers  of  that  work  anticipate  its  completion  in  the 
ensuing  summer.  This  canal  will  furnish  a  sloop  navigation  to 
a  point  on  the  Delaware  Canal,  about  twenty-six  miles  below 
Easton. 
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The  Morris  Canal  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  will 
present  highly  advantageous  routes  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
coal  of  the  Lehigh  to  a  great  portion  of  the  State  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  and  will  also  secure  to  it  a  large  share  of  the  northern  and 
eastern  markets. 

The  road  to  market  is  now  open,  and  our  means  of  supply 
will  be  fully  adequate  to  any  anticipated  demand.  The  experience 
of  the  last  year  alone,  shows  the  facility  we  possess  of  increasing 
the  number  of  our  canal  boats ;  for,  were  the  same  forces  which 
wrere  employed  in  that  branch  for  a  portion  of  the  time,  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  a  single  season,  they  would  complete  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  to  transport  400,000  tons  per  annum.  The  mining 
and  rail-road  operations  can  as  easily  be  extended. 

We  have  made  contracts  for  mining  and  delivering  on  board  the 
boats  during  the  ensuing  season,  100,000  tons  of  coal  from  the  old 
mines,  and  50,000  tons  from  the  Room  Run  mines,  with  a  con¬ 
dition  to  increase  those  quantities  if  required,  and  have  also  made 
arrangements  to  secure  the  necessary  boats  for  its  transporta¬ 
tion.  The  principal  difficulty  in  the  extension  of  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  is  apprehended  from  the  scarcity  of  vessels  in  the  coasting 
trade  of  Philadelphia.  This  difficulty  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
obviated,  as  it  regards  the  Lehigh,  by  the  Morris,  and  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  Raritan  canals — we  hope,  however,  that  the  great 
demand  and  the  high  prices  paid  for  freights  during  the  past  year, 
will  induce  our  enterprizing  eastern  friends  to  turn  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  this  subject. 

The  rail-road  to  the  Room  Run  mines  will  be  in  operation  as 
soon  as  required  in  the  spring.  It  could  readily  have  been 
finished  the  past  season,  but,  as  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
business  of  the  year,  few  hands  were  employed  on  it.  We 
believe,  that  it  has  no  superior  either  in  plan  or  workmanship. 

The  completion  of  the  Delaware  and  the  Morris  Canals  has 
given  a  spur  to  the  spirit  of  improvement,  and  will  shortly 
develope  some  of  the  advantages  and  capabilities  of  Mauch 
Chunk  and  its  vicinity.  Sales  of  town  lots  at  Mauch  Chunk 
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and  Nesquehoning  have  been  made  during  the  past  year  to  a 
considerable  extent,  some  of  which  are  already  occupied  with 
buildings ;  and  dwelling  houses,  stores,  &c.  arc  about  being  built 
there  by  enterprising  individuals.  These  improvements  are  in 
anticipation,  not  only  of  the  strictly  local  trade,  but  also  of  a 
very  extensive  commerce  with  the  Susquehannah ;  in  the  first 
place  by  the  Berwick  turnpike,  and  ultimately  by  the  projected 
Nescopeck  Canal  to  Berwick,  and  rail-road  to  Wilkesbarre. 

The  construction  of  the  Nescopeck  Canal  will  complete  the 
chain  of  water  communication  with  the  Erie  Canal  by  tbe  North 
branch  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  consequently  with  the  great 
western  waters  by  the  Ohio  Canal,  besides  furnishing  the  cheap¬ 
est  route  for  the  product  of  four  thousand  square  miles  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  land  on  the  West  branch  of  the  Susquehannah  and 
its  branches,  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia,  New  York  and 
Eastern  ports. 

By  a  rail-road  that  is  now  in  contemplation  from  the  point 
where  the  Nescopeck  canal  will  enter  the  Lehigh  at  Wright’s 
Creek,  the  distance  is  but  twelve  miles  to  Wilkesbarre,  in  the 
rich  valley  of  Wyoming,  and  the  centre  of  a  great  coal  district. 
This  route  would  afford  the  most  direct  communication  between 
Northern  Pennsylvania  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Notwithstanding  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  Delaware 
Canal  to  so  late  a  period,  has  retarded  the  sale  of  the  lots  at 
South  Easton,  improvements  have  already  been  commenced 
there  by  the  erection  of  a  saw  mill,  now  in  full  operation,  on  a 
scitb  purchased  of  the  company;  and,  several  building  lots  have 
also  been  sold,  which  will  be  occupied  with  houses  the  ensuing 
season.  The  commencement  thus  made,  will,  we  trust,  by  being 
an  example  of  the  advantages  afforded  for  the  erection  of  manu¬ 
facturing  establishments  generally,  lead  to  the  occupation  of  our 
immense  water  power  at  that  place — it  being  most  eligibly  situ¬ 
ated  opposite  to  the  thriving  town  of  Easton,  and  at  the  junction 
of  the  Lehigh  Canal  with  the  Morris  Canal  leading  to  New  York, 
and  the  Delaware  Canal  leading  to  Philadelphia. 
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The  following  freight  was  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  in 

I  "  viz: 


Coal,  ----- 

. 

Tons. 

75,937 

Cwt. 

6 

Grain,  .... 

- 

907 

Flour.  .... 

- 

2,338 

4 

Salt, . 

- 

269 

1 

Sait  fish,  beef  and  pork, 

- 

127 

3 

Beer,  porter  and  cider, 

- 

2 

15 

Other  provisions,  -  -  - 

- 

9 

1 

Whiskey,  .... 

- 

124 

17 

Hay  and  straw,  - 

- 

22 

2 

Lumber,  .... 

- 

2,807 

7 

Cord  Wood,  ... 

- 

2,457 

10 

Brick,  ----- 

- 

25 

13 

Slate,  ----- 

- 

488 

Lime  and  Limestone,  - 

- 

3,361 

13 

Other  stone,  sand  and  plaster, 

- 

645 

10 

Iron,  . 

- 

431 

8 

Iron  ore,  - 
Merchandize, 

- 

280 

17 

- 

317 

2 

Total, 

90,552 

9 

Tons.  Cwt. 

Of  which  amount  of  tonnage  6,250 — 14  was  ascending, 

and  84,301 — 15  was  descending. 

The  total  amount  of  tolls  received  on  the  Lehigh  Canal,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  our  own  coal,  was,  $5,417. 

The  Managers  would  suggest  to  such  of  the  stockholders  as 
have  not  lately  taken  the  healthy  route  of  Mauch  Chunk  in  their 
summer  excursions,  to  visit,  if  practicable,  that  interesting  place. 
The  new  and  abundant  mines  at  Room  Run,  would  be  found  an 
attractive  curiosity,  and,  together  with  the  immense  mass  ex¬ 
posed  to  view  at  the  old  mines,  could  not  fail  to  give  sufficient 
evidence  that  the  company  possess  inexhaustible  resources  for 
the  supply  of  coal.  An  inspection  of  the  mines  and  of  the  canal 
improvements,  the  rail-roads  and  other  important  works,  would 
impress  a  correct  idea  of  the  value,  magnitude,  and  general  use¬ 
fulness  of  this  institution. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON,  President. 


January  14,  1833. 


